14                NATIONAL LIFE AND CHARACTER

them. If it be true, for instance, as these pages
attempt to show, that the lower races are increasing
upon the higher, and will some day confine them to
a portion of the Temperate Zone, the result will have
been the work of our own hands ; and yet we cannot
change our principles of action. We are bound,
wherever we go, to establish peace and order; to
make roads, and open up rivers to commerce ; to
familiarise other nations with a self-government which
will one day make them independent of ourselves.
We cannot even allow them to remain weak by
destroying one another; and interest and humanity
constrain us to interpose when there is a Tae-Ping
rebellion in China, and when Africa is desolated by
Arab slave-dealers. Nevertheless, if we cannot
change manifest destiny, we may at least adapt
ourselves to it, and make it endurable. We may
circumscribe the growth of China, though we cannot
altogether arrest it; and if we cannot hope that
Europeans will ever people Africa, we may at least
so work that European ideas shall one day be para-
mount from the Red Sea to the Atlantic. Again, it
might conceivably be of use if European statesmen
could understand that the wars which carry desolation
into civilised countries are allowing the lower races
time to recruit their numbers and strength. Two
centuries hence it may be matter of serious concern
to the world if Russia has been displaced by China
on the Amoor, if France has not been able to colonise
North Africa, or if England is not holding India.
For civilised men there can be only one fatherland,
and whatever extends the influence of those races
that have taken their faith from Palestine, their laws
of beauty from Greece, and their civil law from Rome,